
The Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) requests renewal of the Food Services 
Contract with CulinArt of California, Inc. (CulinArt), for the provision of hot meals and snacks to 
children awaiting court hearings in the Shelter Care Center at the Edmund D. Edelman Children’s 
Court (Children’s Court).  The current contract with CulinArt expires on July 31, 2015.

SUBJECT

June 30, 2015

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

REQUEST TO RENEW CONTRACT WITH CULINART OF CALIFORNIA, INC. FOR 
FOOD SERVICES AT THE EDMUND D. EDELMAN CHILDREN’S COURT

(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS) – (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Delegate authority to the Director of DCFS or his designee to execute a contract, substantially 
similar to Attachment B, with CulinArt for a five-year term from August 1, 2015, through July 31, 
2020.  The renewed contract updates contractual provisions and requirements and increases of the 
daily cost of meals and snacks per person from $6.75 to $7.75, at an annual cost of $209,579.  The 
aggregate Maximum Contract Amount for the five years is $1,047,895.  Funding is included in the 
Department’s 2015-16 Fiscal Year (FY) budget request, and it will be included in subsequent fiscal 
years.  Funding details are outlined under the Fiscal Impact Section.

2.  Delegate authority to the Director of DCFS or his designee to execute amendments to the Food 
Services contract for any mergers or acquisitions; clarification of contract language; reallocation of 
funds, including carry-overs or unspent funds to meet unanticipated demands; any programmatic 
changes necessary to meet the objectives of the contract; or to increase or decrease fixed price  and 
maximum annual contract sum, not to exceed ten percent, when such a change is necessitated by 
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additional and necessary program services or by a demonstrated increase in food costs, provided 
sufficient funding is available.  The approval of County Counsel will be obtained prior to executing 
such amendments, and the Director or his designee will notify the Board and the CEO in writing 
within ten business days after execution. 

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Pursuant to the California Department of Social Services (CDSS) Manual of Policies and Procedures 
(MPP), Sections 23-650.15.151 and 23-650.18, DCFS is permitted to enter into a sole source 
contract via procurement by negotiation when services can be obtained only from a single source.  
On November 18, 2008, the Judicial Council of California (Judicial Council) assumed control and 
responsibility for certain portions of the Children’s Court, including the cafeteria.  CulinArt contracted 
with the Judicial Council under a concession license agreement.  On April 1, 2010, the Judicial 
Council renewed CulinArt’s license agreement, which grants CulinArt control of the physical food 
preparation and service area, including responsibility for maintenance and repair of all required 
equipment and appliances. CulinArt pays the Judicial Court a license fee in the amount of four 
percent of its monthly gross receipts arising from sales, excluding tax. 

There is only one food service facility at Children’s Court, so by necessity, the County has contracted 
with the food services vendor who operates the cafeteria to serve the children who spend most of the 
day at the Children’s Court waiting for their cases to be heard.  DCFS provides care and supervision 
for approximately 1,600 children and youth per month.  Because of the length of time they spend at 
the Shelter Care, DCFS is required to provide meal services to them.  

The cost per person, per day has remained at $6.75 since it was approved by your Board on 
July 17, 2012; however, the cost for the first two years of the new five-year term will be increased to 
$7.75.  This rate includes breakfast, two hot meal entrees, afternoon snacks, dietary and special 
meals.  CulinArt submitted statistical documents to support the price increase, which was reviewed 
and analyzed by DCFS’ Fiscal staff.  

The results of the cost analysis and the documents submitted by the contractor were submitted to 
the Auditor-Controller (A-C) for review.  On December 11, 2014, the A-C stated that the price per 
meal rate increase appeared to be reasonable and recommended that DCFS maintain the 
documents submitted by the contractor in the file for future potential audit purposes.  There is a 
clause in the contract to revisit the price per meal rate every other year to determine if an increase is 
necessary to support service demand and rising costs based on the current Consumer Price Index of 
the affected year, if requested by CulinArt.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
This contract is consistent with the principles of the Countywide Strategic Plan, Goal No. 1, 
Operational Effectiveness/Fiscal Sustainability – which maximizes the effectiveness and efficiencies 
of processes, structure, operations, and strong fiscal management to support timely delivery of hot 
meals and snacks to the clients DCFS serves; and Goal No. 3, Integrated Services Delivery – which 
maximizes opportunities to measurably improve client and community outcomes and leverage 
resources through the continuous integration of health, nutritional meals, community activities, and 
ensuring that the services are within the dietary requirements which comply with previously adopted 
Board policies and the Los Angeles County Food Policy Nutrition Guidelines.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING
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The estimated aggregate Maximum Contract Amount for the five-year term is $1,047,895; however, 
this could change if the amount is increased every other year.  The Maximum Annual contract 
amount is $209,579, financed by 85 percent ($178,142) Federal revenue, and 
15 percent ($31,437) net County cost.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The contract is authorized under California Government Code Sections 26227, 31000 and 53703.  
On January 14, 2003, the Board initially adopted the Food Services Contract Number 74436 with 
P&A, now known as CulinArt.  Since then, the Board and CDSS have approved subsequent 
extensions through July 31, 2015.  On April 18, 2014, DCFS received lifetime approval from CDSS to 
contract with the vendor(s) selected by the Judicial Council until the situation changes because they 
have control of the cafeteria.  These services cannot be effectively performed by County employees 
because they require the utilization of resources that are not available to DCFS.  For this reason, 
DCFS continues its contract with CulinArt.  However,  this contract allows for termination by CulinArt 
in the event that the license agreement with the Judicial Council ends.    

All County standard terms and conditions are included in the contract with the exception of Property 
Liability insurance coverage because there is no use of County equipment.  Sexual Misconduct and 
Professional Liability insurance coverages are not required because the contractor’s employees will 
only deliver the meals and snacks and will have limited contact with children who are being 
supervised by DCFS staff.  The Chief Executive Office (CEO) Risk Management was consulted on 
all insurance requirements and recommended the exceptions.

DCFS has evaluated and determined that CulinArt continues to be a responsible contractor and is in 
compliance with all Board and CEO requirements.

Per Board motion dated March 8, 2011, the Department of Public Health (DPH) is required to review 
all new food services contracts countywide.  As a result, DPH provided recommendations regarding 
nutrition, which have been included in this new contract.  The recommendations conform to the 
County and state’s nutritional guidelines.  DPH will periodically monitor the contract to ensure the 
contractor is in compliance with the nutrition standards.  In addition, the contractor is required to 
submit to the County, upon request, its food production and consumption records for DPH’s review.    

The Board letter and the contract were reviewed by the Auditor-Controller, CEO and County 
Counsel.  County Counsel has approved the attached contract as to form.

The renewal of this contract will not result in unauthorized disclosure of confidential information and 
will be in full compliance with Federal, State and County regulations.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

Section 2.121.350 of the Los Angeles County Code permits contracting with private businesses 
through noncompetitive negotiation when competition is not feasible, as determined  in writing, prior 
to award by the Department recommending the award of a contract.  On January 22, 2015, DCFS 
notified your Board that it intended to negotiate this contract with CulinArt because CulinArt has a 
contract with the Judicial Council and is therefore the only available food vendor at the Children's 
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Court.  On April 18, 2014, CDSS approved DCFS' plan to contract with Culinart or any other vendor 
selected by the Judicial Council in the future.
      
DCFS has evaluated and determined that the contractor fully complies with the requirements of the 
Living Wage Program (County Code Chapter 2.201) and agrees to pay a living wage to its full-time 
employees providing County services.  The contractor meets the Board’s requirements for a sole 
source contract.  The Sole Source Checklist is attached as  Attachment A.

CONTRACTOR PERFORMANCE

The contractor has continually met all performance standards including preparation and delivery of 
hot meals and snacks as outlined in the Food Services Contract.  The monitoring of the services are 
performed by DCFS’ employees, which includes evaluations of monthly invoices and on-site 
monitoring for fiscal, administrative and service delivery performance. 

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The recommended actions promote healthy nutrition and wellness for children under the care of 
DCFS, and will ensure the continued provision of hot meals and snacks to dependent children 
awaiting court appearances at the Children’s Court.  Without Board approval of the recommended 
actions, hot meals will not be provided to those children and their health and well-being might be 
compromised by the quality of meals and snacks available from vending machines at the Edmund D. 
Edelman Children’s Court.  

This contract will not infringe on the role of the County in relationship to its residents, and there is no 
change in risk exposure to the County.

CONCLUSION

Upon Board approval, the Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors, is requested to return one 
adopted stamped Board Letter to the Department of Children and Family Services.
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PHILIP L. BROWNING

Director

Enclosures

c: Interim Chief Executive Officer 
County Counsel
Acting Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

Respectfully submitted,
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ATIACHMENT A

FOOD SERVICES CONTRACT
CULINART OF CALIFORNIA, INC

JUSTIFICATION FOR SOLE SOURCE CONTRACTS
Check . . . .. .

Identify applicable justification and provide documentation for each checked item.

> Only one bona fide source for the service exists; performance and price competition
are not available.

> Quick action is required (emergency situation).

> Proposals have been solicited but no satisfactory proposals were received,

> Additional services are needed to complete an ongoing task and it would be
prohibitively costly in time and money to seek a new service provider.

> Maintenance service agreements exist on equipment which must be serviced by the
authorized manufacturer’s service representatives.

> It is more cost-effective to obtain services by exercising an option under an existing
X contract.

> It is in the best interest of the County, e.g., administrative cost savings, excessive
learning curve for a new service provider, etc.

> Other reason. Please explain: It is necessary to renew the contract with CulinArt of
X California, Inc., because it has a food service concession license agreement with the

Judicial Council of California who has control of the cafeteria at the Edmund D.
Edelman Children’s Court (Children’s Court). CulinArt provides hot meals and
snacks to the children awaiting court hearings at the Children’s Court Shelter Care.
If the Judicial Council executes a contract with a new vendor, DCFS will return to the
Board for approval.

“~1A 6’3 &5
Deputy Chief Executive Officer, CEO Dat




















































































































































































































































































